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WHAT ARE PFAS?

• PERFLUOROALKYL and POLYFLUOROALKYL ACID substances (PFAS) are a group of 
chemicals that include PERFLUOROOCTANOIC ACID and PERFLUOROOCTANE 
SULFONATE (PFOA and PFOS). 

• PFOA and PFOS are the most thoroughly produced and studied. 

• PFOA and PFOS are used for their ability to repel oil and water, are difficult to 
breakdown.

• States and Federal Agencies are investigating and beginning to regulate exposure 
to PFAS. 



WHERE ARE THEY USED AND FOUND?

• PFAS can be found in 
• Workplace: Production facilities using PFAS include electronics manufacturing and oil recovery.

• Household Products: Stain and water repellent fabrics, nonstick products including Teflon, 
polishes, waxes, paints, cleaning products and fire fighting foam

• Food and Personal Products: Food packaged in PFAS containing material, processing 
equipment used PFAS or food grown in PFAS contaminated soil or water and items like 
cosmetics and other personal use products.

• Drinking Water & Groundwater: Contamination from a nearby entity using PFAS such as 
manufacturer, landfill, wastewater treatment plant, airport, or firefighter training facility.

• Living Organisms: Fish, Animals and Humans. 



STATES ARE AT THE FOREFRONT

• Safer States :: Bill Tracker
• Filter for PFAS

• Current Policy 98 bills in 30 States

• Adopted Policy 46 bills in 19 States



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA)

• In April 2021, EPA Administrator Regan announced the creation of a “EPA Council 
on PFAS,” with the goal to reduce potential risks from exposure and/or 
consumption.

• EPA has also proposed the Fifth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 
(UCMR5) to collect data on the presence of PFAS in drinking water.



SUMMARY OF FEDERAL POLICIES

PFAS LAWS AND REGULATIONS | PER- AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES (PFAS) | US EPA



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA)

• The USDA is researching the potential impact PFAS have on agriculture.

• Projects include: 
• Evaluation of Blood and Tissue PFAS levels in Unintentionally Contaminated Dairy Animals and;

• Bio-products and Bio-polymers found in Agricultural Feed Stock

• Since July 2020, the USDA has also been working with the manufacturers using 
PFAS in coatings in fast food wrappers, to-go and pizza boxes to phase out their 
use of these substances in “food contact” situations.
• https://www.fda.gov/food/chemical-contaminants-food/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas



NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION (NSF)

• In May 2019, the NSF International Joint Committee, which maintains the American 
standards for residential drinking water treatment devices updated their standards 
to include test methods and other means for reducing PFAS in drinking water.
• https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=242238

• Under the new standard, a device must reduce the concentration of the PFAS in 
water to below 70 parts per trillion - the advisory level set by the EPA. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DoD)

• Historically, the DoD used/released PFAS into water and/or air through the use of 
aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) which contained PFOS and sometimes PFOAS. 

• DoD is currently investigating some sites with known or suspected discharge of 
PFAS. 

• DoD is taking steps to eliminate the use of AFFF’s in maintenance, testing and 
training on DoD installations world wide. DoD is also seeking AFFF alternatives. 
• https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/pfas/



CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL (CDC)

• The CDC’s Division of Laboratory Sciences (DLS) operates the National 
Biomonitoring Program (NBP) to gauge exposure to potentially toxic chemicals that 
could cause environmental and/or public health issues.

• PFAS are currently being monitored in/by the NBP. 

• The Biomonitoring data for PFAS will be available to assist in assessing PFAS 
exposure health effects/risks.
• https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitoring/PFAS_FactSheet.html



AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE REGISTRY (ATSDR)

• In conjunction with CDC, the ATSDR is conducting exposure assessments in 
communities near current or former military bases that are known to have had PFAS 
in their drinking water. 

• The ATSDR has also conducted health studies relating to the relationship between 
PFAS’ exposure and health risks. 
• https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/activities/index.html


